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The child also acquires at the same time a new set
of duties and privileges. He will address his " adopt-
ing " parents by relationship terms. In the new year,
he must greet his " adopting " parents, offer regular
gifts to them. He will participate in their ceremonial
occasions, and mourn for them ; and he will not marry
their children. He in return receives " rice of new
year's eve," shoes, hats, and gowns for three years
(symbolizing incorporation into the " adopting"
parents' household), regular gifts and other regards.

This type of " adoption " is metaphorical; the child
does not sever its relation with its real parents. It
acquires neither the right of inheritance nor the
obligation of support. It nominally changes its sur-
name but this is, as the villagers put it, only to fool the
spirits. The real meaning therefore is to create a new
social relation similar to kinship by metaphorical use
of relationship terms and by ritual acts.

The extension of social relations facilitates social
activities but is also expensive. During the economic
depression, even real kinship relations are a burden,
and there is a clear sign of the shrinking of kinship
organization. Pseudo-adoption becomes less popular.
As my informant told me, to seek protection against
the evil spirits, they " attach " their children to the
god or to their father's sister's husband. Thus no
new relations will be created. Since girls are much
less often pseudo-adopted, the special preference for a
father's sister's husband to play the part may be linked
up with the idea of unlucky marriage of the ** reverting "
type (III~8)* It does not narrow down the marriage
choice when girls of father's sisters are included in the
exogamous unit.